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which christened him, he might have long continued the
most diverting creature that the modern stage has known.
Pardon one of the slips of age : the actually modern stage,
that of 1825, has its own comic wonder, Liston 5 but, it
may be feared, not for any extended period. I understand
him to be happily independent in his circumstances, and
much disposed to retirement.

The present Haymarket season, 1778, saw on the
boards, for the first time, the younger Bannister, then a
youth of eighteen, who acted for his father's benefit the'
very amusing character of Dick in The Apprentice. I have
already noticed the attention paid to him by Mr. Garrick;
and am to record the success of his appearance here, on the
27th of August, 1778, as commencing the long train of his
comic triumphs. He, with many others, who must
present themselves to memory, was never so perfectly
at home anywhere as on this first stage of his theatrical
journey.